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Would that our giving and shar- 
ing might linger in love through 
the year! Ah, would that the Peace 
of a Christmas might hold, to en- 
circle our vexed, weary world! 


There is something of ae: on 


philosophy, of wisdom 
and tolerance and of 
sustaining hope that 
radiates from this ex- 
quisitely carved, very 
old wooden doll. Some 
might say “figurine,” 
but since the arms are 
articulated to take 
any human position, 
and there remains 
some of the intricately 
made wig of fine, real 
hair and because the 
garments are worn, 
we may say Rig 2 


14 ‘tivehvee> 
all wood 


13:4 


Pate? 


gracefully déaped loin Co Oe ie 


cloth which is un- 
doubtedly applied ges- 4 
so; even the gilded ‘iiiweesaoss 


halo is wood, carved in a radiating 


design. 

Whom does this child represent? 
St. John, presumably. With all the 
dignity and authority which it pos- 
sesses there is still an almost mis- 
chievous twinkle in his little boy 
eyes, eyes delicately carved and 
painted—brown. Oh, it could have 


been made for a Christ Child— 
how can one be positive about—oh, 
about so many intriguing things! 

What the country of origin—and 
when? One time we had a similar- 
ly fashioned wooden child of Flem- 
ish make, but. this 
is different in 
finish, like an. oil 
painting, while the 
Flanders one looked 
more enameled; it 
cost more, too, by the 
way. This “Young St. 
John” looks definitely 
like Italian church art 
of as early as 1650— 
as late as 1800. Circa 
late Seventeenth or 
Highteenth Century 
would be as close as 
we would care to date 
it. 


one 


» For someone. who 
“appreciates the heri- 
¢ tage of symbolism, 
* age and artistry, this 
child of the church is 
a treasured find. Gar- 
ments of antique bro- 


par are trimmed with tarnished 


lace. They’re lined with parchment 
paper and old linen cambric. When 
we first unwrapped this adorable 
child, his arms were close against 
the body, but they readily moved to 
show that specially carved right 
hand to reach above, in the ges- 
ture of blessing. No. A229, $225.00. 
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WITH OLD-FASHIONED LOVE 


“When I was six, a wise old San- 
ta Claus told me that every day 
was Christmas for dolls. So when 
I started collecting dolls and had 
my first cabinet made for them, 
I put a small dime store Christmas 
tree in with the dolls. I always 
hoped that someday I would find 
a really lovely tree, and about five 
years ago was amazed and pleased 
to find one that far surpassed my 


hopes. It is named ‘Grandmother | 


Stover’s Littlest Christmas Tree,’ 
is only five inches tall but cov- 
ered with a variety of tiny orna- 
ments! Gold tinsel twines through 
the branches and there is a wee 
gold star on the tip top. Under- 
neath the tree are three small gift 
wrapped packages with tags la- 
beled, ‘Hope,’ ‘Peace’ and ‘Joy.’ 
A booklet that came with it more 
than confirmed what Santa had 
told me about it always being 
Christmas for dolls, and suggesting 
that it should always be Christ- 
mas for people, too.” 
—Virginia H. Sushkoff, Calif. 
Sorry, no, Kimport does not have 
this evergreen miniature; ’bet some 
of you can make your own for a 
doll group, though. 


PAGING HELEN ZIRKLE 

Now who’d a’thought Doll Talk 
would turn “Lost Persons Bu- 
reau?” When Dora Bertrand Wie- 
land asked us to help her locate 
this childhood friend who played 
dolls with her back in 1912, well, 
’reckon we were fiattered to have 
Dora think that Helen “Whoever,” 
now collects dolls and hence would 
read Doll Talk! Merry Christmas! 


BOSTONIAN TROUSSEAU 
TEA 


In case one of your dainty 
French dressmaker dolls looks 
worthy of a hope chest and also 
of a trousseau, this listing sent in 
by Marjorie Brandt might be some- 
thing at which to aim. Mrs. B. ad- 
mits there was no Saratoga trunk 
nor chest of cedar, but her treas- 
ures came in a slide top wooden 
cracker box, stenciled on one end 
“Capen and Snell, Bakers, Nos. 
51 & 53 South Water St., New Bed- 
ford, Mass.” 


The 21 inch sized doll in Marj- 
orie’s box is “Lillie Bell’—it says 
so on her calling cards—but first, 
she wears her fanciest gown of 
green and white pin stripe taffeta 
with very elaborate trim. Cloth- 
ing includes—2 piece black taf- 
feta gown with ruffle; fancy, 
black wool, turkey back jacket 
with lace and jet beads; princess 
gown in blue with white trim; 
navy wool cape with black sou- 
tache braiding; tan linen cape; 
“fur’ short coat, hat and muff; 
brown silk skirt, fringe trim; rose 
wool house jacket with white em- 
broidery; white night gown; pet- 
ticoats, one is wool with silk em- 
ibroidery; blue taffeta and white 
lace fischu; chemise and panties; 
white cotton stockings with gar- 
ters; 4 fashionable hats, one a 
flower-trimmed straw; 2 parasols, 
one with ivory handle; darling 
long wired bustle; crocheted rose 
wool shawl; 2 pairs heeled boots, 
one white kid, one black. 

Jewel and other accessories: 4 
pairs earrings; tiara of pearls and 
blue beads; 2 necklaces of blue 
beads, one with gold cross; gold 
pin; ivory fan with hand-painted 
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flowers on silk; ornamental hair 
comb; wee two-edged ivory comb; 
ivory or bone comb, brush and mir- 
ror set; fancy metal hand mirror; 
tooth brush; beaded purse; metal 
chain link purse; blue edged white 
handkerchief; card of doll hair- 
pins; shoe button hook; wee ivory 
handled knife; box of doll station- 
ery, labeled “Proctor and Moody,” 
Fashionable Stationers, 37 West 
St. Boston; ‘wee ,book “Dew 
Drops” (Bible verses); adorable 
photo album, about 1%”x2%”, 
with old tin photos; and the piece 
de resistance which is a brocade 
purse with calling cards—name 
“Lillie Belle’ and old miniature 
play coins (doll size) with Queen, 
Victoria on them (profile in low 
relief) as well as name of coin 
such as half shilling, etc. 

Also included are sheets, blanket, 
4 pillows and pillow cases and a 
doll size Marseilles bedspread. 


"HAVE A PLANING MILL 
HANDY? 

Mrs. A. E. Rhoads writes from 
Michigan: “In Doll Talk, I noticed 
someone asked about stands for 
name cards for the dolls, My so- 
lution was to have long strips of 
molding made—much like picture 
molding. I suppose a very inexpen- 
sive picture molding could be used, 
but it must have one flat side so 
it will lie down and be stable. 
Then the full length of each strip, 
I had a very thin groove cut, just 
wide enough to hold the card firm- 
ly. This groove should be cut at a 
slight angle so the card will tilt 
back a little. The strips were then 
cut into lengths, about 2% inches. 
I used cards about the size of a 
calling card. Of course, two impor- 


tant factors in the making of these 
stands are a kind friend to make 
the molding and a still kinder 
husband to do all the printing! 
Between tham they made over 300 
for the doll show I put on in the 
spring. I hope this will help other 
collectors who have looked in vain 
for such stands in the stores.” 


YUM YUM! 

Ferhaps you didn’t know that 
a “World’s Fair’ was being sched- 
uled in New Delhi; we didn’t. But 
news of a doli chosen at the N.Y. 
State Fair, to travel to India for 
this event, was grapevined back 
to Doll Talk via Maretta Wilcox 
wto has a museum in Bergen, New 
York. 

The doll is one of Mrs. George 
Kinne’s apple head creations. She, 
Ruth, is a former trained nurse 
who had taken up fiddling with 
dolls as “keep-well” therapy. At 
first, little favor and cartoon type 
things were made—and marketed. 
It is an apple head woman, though, 
who will be shown with other 
handcrafts in New Delhi. Bet’y’ 
the ladies in purdah will peek 
through those eye slit cover-alls 
with gleeful amazement; maybe 
they'll try a hand at producing 
pomegranate, fig or date dolls! 


OLD AS HISTORY 


The use of dolls—as playthings, 
ornaments, and symbols of religion 
and mysticism—dates back to an- 
tiquity. Historians have failed to 
unearth any period in which there 
were no dolls. Early Oriental 
mythology abounds with stories of 
gayly decorated figures used in 
religious rites. 
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Dolls by Mar- 
garet Uebel 
have long been 
the best for- 
eigns Kim- 
port has to of- 
fer but since 
this talented 
Munich art 
teacher insists 
on doing all 
her work per- 
sonally and 
4 perfectly, we 
eer, get too few to 

> pass along to 
you. This year 
as a Christmas special we were 
able to obtain a few of her less 
detailed but. still absolutely prec- 
ious wax angels and offer them at 
$7.50 each, a price less than a third 
of what her provincial costume 
dolls cost! 

The doll itself viene 5 inches 
tall on its individual green base, 
but the real feather, golden-gilted 
wings add an additional 2% inches 
to its overall height. The head 
and hands are of flesh-tinted wax 
with the delicately-modeled faces 
properly angelic in expression. 
These silken-robed figures have 
no lower limbs under golden lace- 
trimmed gowns, but are supported 
upright from their base by a heavy 
wire. An ideal addition to your col- 
lection at any time of year, but 
especially appropriate at this Yule- 
tide season. No. 608A, $7.50. 


Last Christmas’ we introduced 
the Santon miniature creche sets 
from’ Provence in France and the 
only mistake we made was in not 
stocking more of these delightful 
little nativity sets. We sold com- 
pletely out in record time so sug- 
gest that if you missed out last 
year, you had better order imme- 
diately to avoid dissapointment 
again. Made of terra cotta in an- 
cient molds and beautifully hand- 
painted in fine detail and glowing 
colors, the larger set suggested on 
the envelope consists of 11 pieces 
with the height of a standing fig- 
ure about 2%”, packed in a lovely 
gift box. The smaller or “Cricket” 
set is in 1%” scale but just as 
amazingly detailed and in addition 
to the eleven figures comes with 
an Inn yard base 8 x 5 inches with 
intriguing stable building flanked 
by two trees, a perfect backdrop 
for the Manger scene. No. 510A at 
$17.50. Larger set alone is No. 510, 
$12.50. 

Polish peasant costumes have al- 
ways been among the most unusual 
and colorful in. all Europe and the 
Krakow Bride and Groom rank 
high on the list in both categories. 
Imported. direct from Warsaw des- 
pite the barriers (including double 
duty) of the Iron Curtain, this 744” 
pair are joined together on a single 
varnished base. Both have adult 
shaped and painted faces of com- 
position and cloth bodies on a 
bendable frame. She. wears a flow- 
ered headdress. with .multicolored 
ribbon streamers, beaded red vest 
over white blouse, cobold print 
skirt covered with white lace net 
apron, and high red boots. He is 
even more ornate with a square be- 
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ribboned and feathered cap, a tas- 
seled and sequined overjacket, red 
leather belt, enormous stiff shoul- 
der boards and baggy striped 
trousers and shiny black boots! A 
delightful couple of an _ ancient 
race, No. 904, $15.00 for the Pair. 
When ordering African dolls from 
a source in Capetown several years 
ago, I was fascinated by pictures 
they sent of a wonderful set of 
true life animals. Designed by nat- 
uralists working in the famous 
Krueger Wild Animal Preserve, 
this set of seven models are sculpt- 
ed in soft latex rubber but finished 
in such a high glaze that they give 
the effect of ceramic although 
completely indestructible. I ordered 
a set for my own three girls and 
despite three years of hard knocks, 
they are still as good as new! Com- 


pletely lifelike in appearance, the 
set contains a lion . (standing 
height, 6”), a hippo (5”), a giraffe 
(12”), zebra (6”’), rhino. (5”), ele- 
phant (7”), and springbok (6”). Price 
for the complete set is $20.00 post- 
paid. We know from personal ex- 
perience that a child will treasure 
these toys over almost any others 
and for a gift to church nursery, 
school or library, we can think of 
nothing more educational, yet 
playable! Since they are not a 


doll item, our stock is limited to 


a dozen sets and we will not be 
carrying them as a standard line, 
so please do place your order soon. 

From Egypt, 
or as they now 
prefer to be 
called, the 
United Arab 
Republic, 
comes a new 


8%” addition 

to the Kim- 

AS port lines, 

, SUEZ “Ayesha.” Col- 
orful, though 


crudely muade, 
her commer- 
cial composi- 
tion face has 
huge dark 
painted eyes 
that peer out 
mer’ over the black 

of her veil, 

Her stitched cloth body is amply 
draped in contrasting colored robe 
and cape-like hood. Her ornamen- 
tal nose beads include a blue one, 
to ward off the evil eye, and her 
large metal earrings will be part 
of her dowry when she weds. No. 


274, $4.50. 
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r ” 
’ A IS FOR ANNA BELLE 


By 
TASHA TUDOR—1954 
pte aengttneenem 
It could ‘be. a touch of young 


parent influence, that, added to 
our grandparent leaning, but any- 
way, we at Kimport simply could 
not resist “A Is For Anna Belle!” 
You also would find this delicately 
artistic book irresistible, should 
there be some dear little girl on 
your gift list, one who loves dolls 
as do our Melissa, Laurie and Mer- 
rily McKim. 


Tasha Tudor is hieritiiate for 
the delightful wash drawings and 
the running alphabet rhymes which 
make every one of the 56 pages so 
intriguing. And who is: Anna Belle? 
Why she was the author’s grand- 
mother’s French dressmaker doll, 
according to the many little paint- 
ings, a brown-eyed beauty with 
swivel head on bisque shoulders, 
kid body, and oh, ever so many 
fashionable garments and trinkets! 


Miss Tudor was married years 
ago, so her farm-and-home-and 
family name is Mrs. McCready. 
Her husband writes good child lit- 
erature, too, and ten years ago 
they established—well, mostly a 
book shop, but it is widely known 
as, “The Ginger and Pickles Store.” 
Two of their doll-loving little 
daughters appear on many of these 
pages, shown playing with or just 
adoring lovely “A Is For Anna 
Belle, Grandmother’s doll—B for 


her Box on the chest in the hall.” 

Although this is a child’s alpha- 
bet book, you older collectors may 
well find yourselves copying some 
of the Civil War styles from Anna 
Belle’s wardrobe. “S is for her 
slippers to wear at the dance, T 
for her tippet, the latest from 
France.” 


Well bound in apple green linen, 
gold embossed, size 7x9 inches. On 
the pale clover pink paper jacket, 
primly sits the pretty, old-fashioned 
doll surrounded by a wreath of 
bleeding hearts, valley lilies and 
other such garden posies delicately 
color sketched in that fresh, in- 
imitable, easy style of Tasha Tu- 
dor. You all have seen her popu- 
lar Christmas cards and doubt- 
less other illustrations. “Y is the 
yarn, her stockings to mend, Z@ is 
her zither—and this is the end.” 

Order from Kimport, $3.15 post- 
paid. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
CLIPPINGS 


“For the past ten years I have 
gone out speaking with my 350 
dolls. They have been displayed in 
banks, our museum and _ clubs; 
also, I did some work for the Red 
Cross in our mental hospital and 
work with Girl Scouts.” 


—Gertrude Voorhees, N.Y. 


“I am rather a beginner at col- 
lecting and am fascinated with the 
dolls I have, also, doll furniture, 
etc. It is endless, it seems, what one 
can do with dolls with a little 
imagination.” 

—Mrs. 


Ray Sherrill, Calif. 
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“In Sept.-Oct. 1959 Doll ‘Tal, on 


page 5, ‘Other Flirty Eyes, Too,’ I 
was interested in the makes of 
these dolls as Thavean S.F.B.J. bis- 
que with composition ball jointed 
body and flirty eyes. Doll is 23 
inches tall and has lovely blue 
eyes.” —Ruth R. Smith, NM. 


“The Irish dolls arrived and they 
are indeed a lovely piece of work; 
as you said—collector’s:. items.” 

—Margaret Fabrizio, N.J. 


“T collect old dresses, as well as 
dolls, so I am extremely conscious 
of both. styles and materials 
through the years.” 

—Marjorie Fitzgerald, Ill. 


“I never care what collection a 
doll is from. Some day, some one 
will have mine, but accurate rec- 
ords of all dolls can be important 
for the next person to have; ’seems 
to me they will enjoy them more 
when there is information con- 
nected with each one.” 

“Thanks again. for a grand doll; 
what a pleasure it is that the real- 
ly choice ones can go to any one, 
and not just a few!” 

—Ruth Meyer, Wisc. 


“Maybe I’m lazy, but with all the 
‘Primer Page’ information, I sijcai 
have to hunt so much.” 

—Mrs. M. H. Williams, | ee. 


“T guess I will never run out of 
wanting just one more doll. Every 


one of my collection has-.‘a mean- 
‘ing all its own,’ which makes«the 
hobby so much fun, and so mean- 


ingful.” —Mrs: Freda Webb, Calif. 


WELCOME RETURN. 

“Lost, strayed, or stolen— that’s 
me! But again, thanks for: that 
Kimport patience. 

“Our new show at Carnegie Mu- 
seum may not be on time, but will 
be “German Bisques.” ’Like it? I 
feel that it should have a lot of 
public appeal. Then, too, German 
doll makers led in the doll world 
for a long time, Janet Johl often 
told me that German bisques would 
someday come into their own just 
as the parians and French fash- 
ions, ete.” 

—Rosemarye Bunting, Penna, 


—AND DESERVED BEST 

WISHES! | 
“Bridal Customs and _ Bride 
Dolls” is just one of the talks 
that one of our beloved customer 
friends has worked up. But recent- 
ly (Durn it!) she developed a wors- 
ening of old spinal troubles, so aft- 
er reporting that she was now in 
the care of a fine orthopedic spe- 
cialist, this undauntable lady 
writes:—“I’ve gone like a race 
horse for 66 years— far be it from 
me to complain, for after all, snails 
get there, too. It grieved me to can- 
cel all my _ doll ‘talk - ‘commit- 
ments, but no doubt in another 


‘year, I'll be able to make new dates 
‘and start again ‘sharing’ my dolls. 


“Tm not sure, for now, all of 
the ways I shall connive to enjoy 
my dolls, but it will be more ways 


‘than one, that’s for sure!” 


_ When it came time for the signa- 
ture—‘With recollections of a per- 


‘fect couple of hours with you all 


in® — land,’ begeyny RTL EaE 
—Cornelia C. 
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Norah Welling makes a large, 
10-inch, bendable Pixie whose dim- 
-pled, well-modeled face radiates 
Yule time cheer, ’specially since 
-he smiles out from under a tall, 
floppy green hat, and above a scar- 
let jerkin. ’E’s a Henglish Helf— 
»Wee Willie is, No. 296B, $4.75. 
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It is Norh Welling who also sup- 
.plies our 7-inch, velvet clad Jackie 
Tar, No. 2968S, and Mark, the Moun- 
tie, No. 296M, at $2.75 each. kiero 
are precious! 


, Dutch youngsters are lei 

favorites, so do give consideration 
to 5-inch Jan and Micke, smartly 
stylized wooden cuties from Hol- 
land. Yarn hair, cloth clothes; 
‘jointed wooden bodies and painted 
heads—the boy, Jan, No. 300, and 
girl, 300A, $1.95 each doll. 


Directly from ‘Auld Sod’ there 
came one box of the gayest little 
Leprechauns, traveling with those 
delightful Irish Folk Dolls, shown 
in July-August Doll Talk. But these 
Fairy Shoemakers we hoarded— 


their red and green felt garments, 


the snowy white beard did seem 
so Christmasy! Now you may order 
5-inch Leprechaun doll, cleverly 
bendable, laughing, hand-made 
composition head. No. 268X, $3.50. 

“The (armer’s Daughter” is 
what we've always called a heavily 
padded Tea Cozy doll, made in 
Soviet Russia. She sits 10 inches 


tall; has a sweetly wholesome face, 


hand-painted on the stockinet-tex- 
tured head. A braid shows under 
her babuska, white apron over 
peasant print, very full skirt. No. 
A902B—old stock, $3.95. 
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On Pinocchio’s Boutique Page 
ANY ITEM IS $1.00 
or 
SELECT AN ASSORTMENT OF 12— 


a dozen of one —or any combination 
for mailing together 


SPECIAL $10.00 


Another all wooden is a toy that children 
love—the Jappy Acrobat. Six inches tall are 
the posts, with a bar between, upon which 
this dumpy, smartly enameled performer does 
flip-flops. Old stock, so limited in quantity. 
No. 812, $1.00. 

Wierd, wacky, 6%-inch fiber dressed doll 
from Puerto Rico. Head is a Monkey bean, 
neck and arms are ‘Job’s tears,’ and you 
wouldn’t weave his cute straw hat for $1.00! 


No. 464. 


Pinocchio himself is a find—a 
nice big toy size, 7 inches tall; al] 
wood with shapely turned birch 
limbs jointed at hips and shoul- 
ders; solid big feet, B I G you- 
know-what, also, sticking ’way out 
between bright impish eyes! 
There’s a tuft of yellow yarn hair 
out from under the cap; cotton 
knit clothes neatly made. No. 903X, 
excellent at $1.00. 

‘Packet of 50 silk flags) about 
1%x2 inches; all different but 
not identified as to nationality 
Each is made onto a 34-inch, ball- 
fopned stick, and their No. is 37F, 
$1.00. | 

“Guatemalan band box is painted 
bentwood, opening to disclose six 
tiny market folk, well gotten up 
with wood and weaving and native 
wares. No. 366M, $1.00 


Never has Kimport had little 
foreigns that are more “collection 
class”—for $1.00—than these 4 inch 
Made-in-Germany girls. Composi- 
tion, jointed at hips and shoulders. 
Berta of Bruckenburg has an 
e-nor-mous black bow on her little 
bun of a hat, No. 610. Gretel wears 
the winged white headdress of her 
Spreewald district, No. 610S. 

BKight-inch, well made, senoritas 
from Mexico have shaped cloth 
faces, typical hair style and region- 
al costumes. An excellent dollar 
value, No. 359. 

Mrs. Luella Hart is having made 
a series of the loveliest 7-inch pa- 
per dolls. Two are available now— 
Desiree with two sheets of Em- 
pire period costumes, and Eugenie 
of the Romantic Period with her 
two sheets of costumes, authenti- 
eally styled. Both sets for only 
$1.00, No. 1-P.D. 
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Please, please, dear customers, 
do not consider the offering here 
of these most wanted antiques as 
a breakdown in integrity. Kimport 
had always filed your special wants 
and when the coveted doll did come 
our way, we’ve written description 
and put in hold a week to ten days 
for your answer. That system will 
long continue, as it does avoid 
the disappointment of someone else 
having written in first. 


But this time, for once, we are 
going to splurge, strut our stuff on 
a dozen that could be sold via let- 
ter. "Could be that we were a trifle 
miffed at the injustice of—“but for 
the best dolls, I’ve alwavs sent 
east—or west—or abroad!” We’ve 
had all of those ‘bests,’ betimes, 
right here in the Heart of America. 


“Hluret” is one of the rarest, 
most wanted of all French mark- 
ings. In 1850, a patent was granted 
to one Mademoiselle Huret of Pa- 
ris, for a special jointed body. Our 
Huret lady doll is so marked, both 
on the wooden body and pale bis- 
que head. This swivel neck head is 
very slender, almost austere look- 
ing; glass eyes are gray blue; pre- 
sumably original wig is ash blond, 
not curly, real hair dressed into 
a bun, and over a cork crown. 
Body also is in wonderful condi- 
tion, seemingly all wood except the 
well modeled hands which showed 
a glint of metal where the paint 
was scuffed. Torso section shows 
a dividing band, toes nicely carved; 


height of doll is 19 inches. There 
doubtless are others in existence 
that are similar, but one with Hu- 
ret markings on both head and 
body had never before come: ‘to 
Kimport. Exquisitely dressed, too, 
in antique black lace over a heavy 
old taffeta that is the tawny hue 
of her hair. No. A268, $500.09 

“Bru” perhaps tops the ‘I wants,’ 
so, put into hold for this issue of 
Doll Talk is one of the three 
marked Brus transiently at Kim- 
port. The marking on this 20-inch 
bisque and composition beauty is 
“Bru Jne R,” the size is 9. Bru- 
nette, with human hair, feather 
painted brows, and perfectly gor- 
geous brown eyes of that best 
blown kind which are’ rounded up 
to give depth and transparency. 
Open mouth in smiling expression 
shows six tiny teeth; pierced ears, 
long, painted lashes from red in- 
side dot clear around each eye. 
Well shaped body of wood and 
composition, with fingers entirely 
separate on her swivel wrist hands. 
Beautifully dressed—No. A241, $300. 

Since accumulating pages of Ju- 
meau data, then whittling it down 
to Primer Page size, we'll surely 
have to tell about some specific 
ones here. Nobody, “but nobody,” 
who has a feeling for antique dolls 
belittles the Jumeaus! 

Of earliest vintage is 12%4-inch 
“Consuelo,” an exquisite little fash- 
ion type, pre-dating the swivel 
neck on bisque shoulders. Her 
brown (blown) eyes are enormous! 
Pierced ears, and closed mouth, of 
course; a most unusual real hair 
wig over cork is_ elaborately 
dressed with a high Spanish comb. 
Her kid body is rigid, wired leath- 
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er arms, and her clothes, we would 
judge, are original also, although 
we did re-cover worn panels on the 
black velvet skirt which is bustle- 
shaped at the hips and has a long 
train. No. A248, $145.00 


Of “Fashion” or dressmaker clas- 
sification also, and also unmarked, 
is the dearest little 11%-inch pair, 
bride and groom, same construc- 
tion as lady Consuelo, except their 
heads do swivel on their bisque 
shoulders. Eyes are smaller, too, as 
this type Jumeau doll became 
standardized, really proper size for 
their beautiful, adult heads; in 
this pair, blown glass, blue gray 
in color. Both dolls are perfect, 
clothes adorable, the bride’s defi- 
nitely shop-made in the elaborate 
styling of about 1878, with two 
pleated, lace-trimmed flounces on 
the tarleton-organdie skirt, all very 
full toward the back where a big 
sweeping overskirt folds in to form 
the train. It is yellowed with age, 
so are the wee orange blossoms 
holding her fine illusion veil. Her 
pink cheeked groom was as defi- 
nitely home-dressed in broadcloth 
“tails and topper,” fancy damask 
vest, etc. but his finely stitched 
little kid gloves must have come 
from some Parisian haberdasher— 
in miniature. We won’t separate 
the love birds—Both dolls as No. 
A100 at $250.00 for the pair. 

To the very different Jumeaus 
now, those realistic, beautiful chil- 
dren! And first, an all perfect and 
original one that seems almost lit- 
tle girl size, 26 inches tall and such 
a fair-haired beauty! Her eyes are 
those rounded-out, human looking 
kind, blown, in a rich blue tone; 
old ruby red earrings in pierced 


ears which are “applied;” swivel 
neck onto jointed marked body is 
sturdy, almost chubby, with the 
Jumeau large composition hands. 
Her head marking is the early 
E.J. Nicely dressed in rose silk 
frock, white pinafore, with real 
baby socks and laced shoes. No. 
A265, $225.00. 

Smaller, and with the somewhat 
later marking, “Tete Jumeau,” is 
another blond with original curls 
and those loveliest, luminous eyes. 
Same construction; one might wish 
to have her hair laundered and re- 
curled, or a fresh coat of paint on 
her arms. As for us, we prefer to 
offer them  un-retouched. Nice 
clothes are as old as the doll, about 
1888, candy pink, China silk frock, 
black stockings and those precious 
old, high button shoes in dark 
leather. No. A259, $175.00. 

<I don’t see a marked Bebe Ju- 
meau on our ‘available’ shelves right 
now, but another 18-inch French 
girl with pale bisque head has the 
“Bte” and “S.G.D.G.” (Do not con- 
fuse with S.F.B.J.) that is some- 
times incised with ‘Jumeau.”’ Her 
jointed body is most lifelike with 
separate wooden balls at eight of 
the joints. Aside from a luxurious- 
ly-curled golden wig, but also 
from Paris, this doll is in excel- 
lent original condition. Threaded 
glass eyes have a slightly green 
cast; long-waisted frock of gray 
voile with “ribbons and _ laces.” 
No. A236, $145.00. 

Others of the really pretty bis- 
ques of French make are marked 
F.G., we think for Monsieur Fer- 
nand Gautier, who worked with 
the Jumeau people prior to 1900. 
Offered here is a 16%-inch, tightly 
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re-strung little girl with rounded- 
out blown eyes of blue, “rosebud” 
closed lips, pierced ears, old gold- 
en brown wig which goes well with 
her feathery painted, arched eye- 
brows. Her F.G. mark is in a 
scroll-like enclosure, incised on 
the back of her neck. Undressed— 
No. A245, $95.00. 


Oh, there are other bisque beauties 
from Paris here at Kimport, but 


since we said twelve toppers on 


your preferred list, here is one 
final French. She is another most 
valuable rarity, an 18-inch Fashion 
lady having entrancingly beautiful, 
adult head swiveled onto deep bis- 
que shoulders; bisque forearms 
with separated fingers on the rath- 
er large ‘but exquisitely modeled 
hands. One thumb had been broken 
but it is re-glued in a clean line 
mend. The body, slim and very 
graceful, is the hand-made wood- 
en one, each jointed part of which 
is kid leather covered. See ‘group 
of six Jumeau bodies’ as shown in 
Mrs. St. George’s ‘Dolls of Yester- 
day’ (page 140). Ours is in much 
lovelier condition though, than her 
No. 2, having lower limbs so shape- 
ly carved, even with dimples at 
each wooden toe! Undressed. New 
dark wig, done lady style is real 
hair and becoming. No. A237, 
$300.00. 

Parians that are different, are 
in the hoity-toity upper brackets, 
so-o here’s an almost unbelievable 
lady. Twenty inches over all, but 
her worth is in the deep-shouldered 
5-inch head, a ball head with most 
becoming wig, such slender, patri- 
cian features with painting fine 
as on a miniature around her eyes. 
Eyes, inset of deep violet blue; an- 


tique gold ear drops in her pierced 
ears, and there is the palest of 
pink tints down onto her bosom. 
Three holes, front and back, for 
sewing it onto the nice old cotton 
body. Arms and legs were made 
specially to complement the head, 
which, by the way, we bought from 
two college girls who had inherited 
it jointly from their grandmother. 
Clad only in old drawers and che- 
mise, No. A143, $275.00. 


Another Parian extraordinary is 
25-inch “Mary Todd with Bows’— 
so said the southern lady who let 
us have this beauty from her own 
quite famous collection. Head on 
deep, shapely shoulders is 6 inches 
high. Modeling is exquisite with 
carved eyelids both above and 
below her blue eyes painted with 
white enamel highlight dots by the 
black iris. Her pert nose and smil- 
ing lips are so delicately sculp- 
tored; there are deep comb marks 
and such a crisply upstanding 
cross weaving of her snooded hair 
net, all in brown. In contrast is 
glazed black circle comb and the 
rose-colored bows that frame her 
face from eyebrow height to chin. 
She is beautiful! Arms and legs are 
parian by Humpty Dumpty, as is 
also a perfectly done back shoulder 
mend of some fifteen years ago, 
and is still practically invisible. 
Voluminous Civil War style gown 
of creamy old _ crepe-de-chine, 
georgette, rich silk lace with 
touches of fringe, all the same 
tint. No. A51, $225.00. 

Coming down from my fine high 
horse, we'll select another dozen 
dolls of not such proud distinction, 
but more in Christmas price range 
for many of us. 
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How’s about a life size, 24-inch, 


long Chase baby, head 16 inches in 
circumference? He had been played 
with to the extent of his whole 
soft body being covered in clean 
knitwear, but his big brown eyes, 
distinctive set-on ears and sweet- 
modeled baby face seem splendidly 
un-retouched. Nice infant clothes, 
the 30-inch long dress is of finest 
lawn, hand-made with dear little 
round yoke of val lace and feather- 
stitching. Primer Page for March- 
April 1958 gave Chase doll findings. 
Our present Baby C. is No. Aléz2, 
$45.00. . ' 

Similarly fashioned, but not made 
in a variety of sizes and styles as 
were the Chase Stockinet dolls, is 
“Philadelphia Baby” or “Sheppard 
Doll,” 22 inches tall, circa 1900. 
Information on this limited edition 
doll, made for the infants depart- 
ment of J. B. Sheppard in Phila- 
delphia, is capsuled on page 55 of 
Johl’s Your Dolls and Mine, saying 
that very few collectors possess 
this rarity. We have two, one blue- 
eyed and the other, hazel, in good 
condition, but. both undressed. No. 
A271B and A271H, price, $35.00 
each. Ps 

The next three, all with. bisque 
heads, all undressed and all with 
marks of distinction. Largest, and 
in such perfection that we’d say 
‘never played with’ is a 21 inch 
“Miss Columbia.” Her jointed body 
is fashioned like the French ones 
with separate wooden balls at el- 
bows and knees. Swivel. wrist hands 
have completely separated fingers, 
nice—and stamped on one shapely 
thigh is, ‘Gimbel Bros.’ Extra large, 
sleeping eyes. are dark. brown; 
human hair wig is blond, straight 


and long, in excellent condition. 
Why Miss Columbia? I do not 
know except that such as this with 
incised 1894 on the head by A.M. 
were dressed in the patriotic, clas- 
sical style and shown grouped with 
an Uncle Sam. A charming, dat- 
ed doll in her own right, is this 
No. A247, $37.50. 

Bisque headed composition also, 
is 16-inch size French child with 
perfect body, same specifications as 
on the larger one just above. Sleep- 
ing blue eyes, teeth modeled in 
bisque with her upper lip; original 
pale blond wig, bobbed short, 
pierced ears; markings on head 
are “Franice’ and “Limoges.” No. 
A256, $50.00. 

The third child to be dressed is 

a 14-inch bisque on kid little girl 
with the bluest, blue eyes, real 
hair, in luxuriant light brown curls 
and a whole row of tiny teeth 
above a bit of red tongue. Her 
white leather body is very clean 
with small bisque hands, and her 
mark of distinction is that big 
circle in which is a double oval 
under that winged symbol of the 
doll manufacturer who used it on 
composition, Holz-Masse heads. 
This one does possess ribbed white 
lisle stockings and nice real leath- 
er slippers. No. A262, $18.50. 
. Sixteen-inch Shirley Temple with 
only a few lines in her complexion, 
the very favorite doll of most a 
million children back around 1927. 
Blond curls and sleeping dark eyes, 
her dimpled smile and . crisply 
laundered old frock, very pretty 
indeed. No. A253, $13.00. 

A 16-inch character doll of felt 
does appear queerly wistful with © 
all these flawlessly complexioned 
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bisques and parians. But back in 
Germany, before World War One, 
Margarethe Stieff must have had 
fun fashioning her whimsical crea- 
tures, elves, children, old folk and 
animals of felt. Her Dutchy, 16- 
inch girl of this vintage has rounded 
cheeks, chubby body, bright blue 
glass eyes as round as_ buttons; 
swivel neck, hip and _ shoulder 
joints. Being all wool felt, poor 
Gretchen did encounter a few 
moths, maybe some forty years 
ago, but she is spruce and sanitary 
now, from wings of cap to up- 
turned toes of her felt shoes. Real- 
ly cute and collection class, made 
by the mother of the Stieff firm 
which today turns out such justly 
popular li’le animals of all varie- 
ties. Doll No. A112, Sp. $22.50. 

Of American make are three 
‘slat? brownies, comical 12-inch 
woodens, designed by Palmer Cox 
and dated 1892. They pre-date ply- 
wood, but have never warped nor 
split. Lithographed in full color, 
with little sketch and stilted verse 
on the back of each. Uncle Sam 
Brownie with spindly legs spread 
apart, reads “I represent the Na- 
tion Grand—That ever will for 
freedom stand.” Canadian Brown- 
ie leers from beneath his stocking 
cap with, “In my toboggan suit 
I go—Through summer’s rain and 
winter’s snow.” The copper com- 
plexioned one with clasic round 
jowls and tummy bears the verse, 
“A Brownie Indian, I am known— 
With tomahawk to hold my own.” 
Maybe there was a Palmer Cox 
book amongst your grandmother’s 
belongings. Brownies  pre-dated 
Katzenjammer Kids and Buster 
Brown! $10.00 each, or if someone 


orders all three together, first, 


$25.00 for all. 


There are three Greiners here, 
but since “Arabella” has the most 
unusual hair style we'll give her a 
chanice. Twenty-five inches tall, 
with battered old leather shod legs 
and arms, she does have a No. 6 
patent label, ‘“‘Greiner’s” with 1872, 
the final extension date thereon. 
Six-and-a-half-inch high head has 
no re-touching; hair styled from 
a center part that lifts through 
quite a high pompadour, curves 
around the temples, half way above 
the ears into short but outstanding 
soft curls across the back. Propcr 
old clothes, dress is indigo blue 
print calico. No. A353, $80.00. 


The last two are dollies in quan- 
tity. About 50, old stock, are of a 
stone bisque pillar doll, 3% inches 
tall. That means coarse texture, 
the features are not too perfectly 
painted, but the sharp nosed pro- 
file is interesting as is certainly 
also the very sharp little comb 
marks all over her head and the 
ribbing on her bronze gilt boots. 
Too short forearms are held tight 
to her sides. No. A2B $1.00 each. 


On her last jaunt across the 
channel, that London lady who 
has for years been finding unbe- 
lievable dolls for Kimport, picked 
up several packages of things be- 
ing held in Paris for her approval. 
The one we are so glad to have 
in for your Christmas shopping 
was two dozen of old warehouse 
stock, sweet little boy bisques. His 
height is 2% inches; all pink bis- 
que of thin high quality; unjointed, 
but with legs sturdily apart and 
arms from the shoulder also sep- 
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arated to a forward position with 
palms up. Every tiny finger is mod- 
eled, and he does stand firmly. 
Painted brown hair is done boy 
Style, above nice ears; blue eyes 
and other facial features all in fine 
lines and even so, his well round- 
ed back is almost cuter than his 
shapely front! No marking of 
country so he could have been 
made for doll house families of 
the 1880’s—definitely not Japanese. 
No. Al Fr., each $7.50. 
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The other quantity doll is not 
antique. She is a replica Bonnet 
doll, but so perfectly modeled and 
painted, of soapy-smooth texture, 
cream tint, and from one of the 
sweetest old models. We call her 
“Suzy Sailor.” If you are familiar 
with some of the many styles in 
bonnet heads, you might well re- 
member Suzy in her prim sailor 
hat with its ribbon ruffle all 
around the crown .top, pulling up 
into a wheel which folds up over 
the crown. Her corn color hair is 
long, well down on the shoulders 
in soft puffy waves. Curly bangs 
under that prissy brim, complete 
the framing of an unusually pretty, 
piquant face, that is, with the big 
blue bow low on her throat. Hat 
trim is the same delicate blue. 
Head is scant 3 inches high with 


holes for sewing it on. Properly . 


matching arms. and legs with b!ue, 
tassel top boots and a body. pat- 
tern with instructions make this 
an easy assembling project. You 
can buy her for less this way, of 
course. No. 175, $11.50. 
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A magazine in miniature, 
published for doll enthusi- 
asts. Issued about every 
eight weeks. 

Subscription is 
two years. 
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KIMPORT DOLLS 
Independence, Mo. 


DAUNTLESS ENTHUSIASM 


Mrs. Neill Eatman, well known 
Arkansas doll hobbyist, does not 
let illness dampen her enthusiasm. 
Now she’s planning three genera- 
tions ahead, as she writes of her 
present project: 


“My ten year old granddaughter, 
Jane Nan, started collecting last 
Christmas when we gave her a 
glass display case salvaged from 
a re-decorated beauty parlor. In 
it we arranged nine dolls that had 
weathered the storm of her moth- 
er’s childhood. They were repaired 
and dressed as nearly as they were 
when they were new. Many of 
them had some of their original 
clothes— the largest, a 22 inch 
‘Goldilocks’ has the wordrobe 
trunk and all of her clothes that 
were made in 1927. (Seven of these 
dolls are already collectors items.) 
I added some that I have found 
that are similar to the dolls I 
played with. I keep a record scrap- 
book with a history of each dolly 
and when she is ready to pass her 
collection on to her children, it 
will have a real meaning to them.” 


DOLL PRIMER: JUMEAU AND THE GOLDEN AGE OF DOLLS 


Monsieur P. Jumeau, first of the Jumeau line, had a little factory 
near Paris as early as 1835. Like all other French doll manufacturers 
of the time, he imported heads and eyes from Germany, contrived ex- 
cellent bodies and assembled and costumed his dolls with marked suc- 
cess. In 1844 he won prizes in Paris for doll bodies, and at the London 
Crystal Palace, 1851, was awarded the prize medal for doll dresses! Both 
an artist and a patriot, M. Jumeau determined to create the world’s 
loveliest dolls—all French from head to toe. So in 1862 with his son, 
Emile, they set up their first complete factory. Beautiful head models 
were sculptored, fine bisque was ground with delicate flesh tints; por- 
celain eyes were blown into little miracles of depth and natural beauty; 
bodies were fashioned of leather or wood and then clothed in all the 
chic of the latest Paris styles. The Jumeau doll was now truly: “la 
poupee de lux.” 

The first Jumeau heads and busts were pa in one piece, 
fastened to leather or wooden bodies, but Emil invented the swivel 
head fitting into a broad and deep bisque bust most attractive on the 
lady types with slim waists and proper hips! The heads became in- 
creasingly beautiful with rich coloring, luscious eyes and luxuriant wigs, 
tacked or glued to a cork insert. There was a natural sequence of body 
styles: First leather stuffed with sawdust, then jointed wood bodies 
with kid covering; all wood and finally papier-mache. Of course there 
were variations such as bisque hands or arms or legs. In the late seven- 
ties there was a shift from the adult face and woman’s body to the 
childlike features and chubby bodies that became so popular. The fac- 
tories were enlarged and the volume jumped from 150,000 to a million 
francs and Jumeau led the field! 

The early dolls were rarely marked, but after the first copyright 
for Bebe Jumeau was taken out by Emile in 1886, his prized name or 
initials often were inscribed on head or body. The favorite seemed to 
be “Tete Jumeau,” meaning “Head Jumeau.” 

The golden age of French dolls was 1860 to 1890, Jumeau having 
several worthy contemporaries. However, competition at home and 
abroad, chiefly from Germany, forced consolidations and in 1899, su'ch 
houses as M. Bru and Bebe Eden combined with Jumeau to form the 
“Societe Francaise Bebes et Jouets’—translated—“Corporation of 
French Manufacturers of Dolls and Toys’—the famous S.F.B.J. Bus- 
iness boomed, but the lustre was gone, and it was a sad footnote re- 
cently published, saying S.F.B.J. was bought by a Fountain Pen concern. 
Even though it can -write through butter, it’s a trivial end to an illus- 
trious name. Luckily surviving dolls themselves, in the hands of fortu- 
nate collectors, _— attest’ i Jumeau class and beauty! 
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